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HE WHICH DAY, the Lord Provoſt, Baillies, Council, 
and Deacons of Crafts, berng conveened in Council, 


HT W327 K. together with many of the old Magittrates, and 
KS EASISINZ? Deacons, who were all warned perſonally, to the 
1- F417 effect and for the ſpecial affair aftermentioned, and 


' calling upon the LORD for a blefling to their en- 
deavours, taking to their ſerious conſideration, 
; THAT FORASMUCHAS the Good Town oft £&4in- 
' burgh being the chief and capital city of the king- 
, dom, and the place and ſeat where his Majelty's 
Parliaments and the Secret Council, and the ſupreme 
courts and ordinary juriſdictions criminal and civil, do fit and are holden ; 
and, upon that occaſion, the Eſtates of Parliament, Nobility and Gentry, 
and other ſubjc&s, trom all corners of the ny. bn mult and do fre- 
quently repair and do ſtay there tor doing their attairs, and ſtrangers from 
other kingdoms, upon occaſion of trade at Leith, do come and repair to 
the ſaid Town : LIKEAS, not only the public records and regiſters of the 
wiole kingdom are kept, but the rights, ſecurities and writs of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjeAs, of whatſoever quality, within the Kingdom, concerning 
their lands and other eſtates and interefts of greatett importance, are 
brought, lefr and kept in the ſaid Town, 1n the Chambers, or in the hands of 
their advocates,clerks and writers, for purſuit and defence of proceſles, and ups 
on other occaſions: AND ALBEIT, upon the conſiderations foreſaid, not only 
the citizens and inhabitants, but his Majeſty and the whole kingdom are 
concerncd, that the ſaid Town be ſecured and preſerved, as much as can be 
done by human providence, from hazard, and in ſpecial from the danger 
and deſtructions of fire and burnings ; and, in order thereto, his Majeſty's 
predeceſſors and Eſtates of Parliament from time to time did make ſeveral 
ood and excellent laws and acts of parliament; and nevertheleſs the City is 
ill obnoxious and ſubject to the hazard of burning; and the reaſon is obvi- 
ous, and inherent in the very conſtitution and way of building of a great part 
of the ſame, and the front and fore-part of the moſt part of the houſes, 
eſpecially in the fore-ſtreet, being built altogether with timber, and the 
vennals and cloſſes being ſo narrow, and the houſes ſo thick and joined 
together, and there being many tamulies lodged in the ſeveral ſtoreys of 
the reſpective tenements, ſo that when any houſe or ſtorey of the ſame, - 
and eſpecially upon the high-ſtreet, doth by negligence or otherwiſe take 
fire, the whole tenement is in a ſhort time deſtroyed ; and the dry timber 
being ready feuel to the fire, it doth quickly increaſe, and is carried to and 
doth ſeize upon the nezghbour adjoining tenements ; as did appear diverſe 
times, when the Town, within theſe few years, was viſited and afflicted 
with great burnings, in diverſe corners of the ſame, and moſt evidently 
in the late burning upoa the 14th April laſt; at which time a fire having 
been 1D a low ſhop of a tenement in the fore-ſtreet, in the night-time, did 
in a very ſhort time become ſo dreadtul and furious, that it did quickly 
deſtroy, not only the ſaid tenement, but ſeven other tenements, to the 
great loſs and prejudice, not only of the heritors but the inhabitants with- 
in the ſame, being ſurpriſed in the night ſo ſuddenly and unexpectedly, that 
with great difficulty and hazard they were ſaved, and did eſcape with their 
waves and children, with the great and rotal loſs of their goods and pleniſh- 
ing, and did threaten deftruction to the whole 'Town by the great violence 
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and progreſs it had, if GOD in his mercy and goodneſs had not ſet bounds 
to the ſame, and a tenement entirely built with {tone and lime hai not 
made interruption. THEREFORE the ſaid Lord Provoſt, Baillies, Council, 
and Deacons of Craft ordinary and extraordinary, together with the old 
Magiſtrates and the old Deacons of the ſaid burgh, by theſe preſents, 
STATUTE AND ORDAIN, That when any houſe or tenement are or (hall 
be, at any time hereafter, ruinous or burnt in the roof or uppermoſt 
ſtoreys thereof, or that a conſiderable part of the ſame ſhall happen to be 
rTuinous or burnt, whether the ſame belong entirely to one heritor or more 
or diverſe heritors, or when any houſe or tenement ſhall be built from the 
ground where there was no tenement formerly, within this burgh, Leith, 
Canongate, or ſuburbs, v:z. Weſt-port, Potterrow or Pleaſance, the fame ſhall be 
built in ſuch a way as ſhall be moſt fit and ſuitable to the honour of the 
kingdom, and tor the ornament and ſecurity of the City, and ot the inha- 
bitants thereof, and all others concerned. . FHAT 18S TO SAY, That tiic 
front and fore-parts, and other parts of the ſame, ſhall be built altogether 
with ſtone and lime, and no part thereof, nor any fore-ſtairs of the ſame, 
ſhall be built with timber: And it 1s deſired and expected, That the heri- 
tors of ſuch houſes as are built with timber may and will think it their 
intereſt and ſecurity, that when they think 1t convenient, and they ſhall 
have occaſion to repair the ſame, that they be built with ſtone and lime. 
AND FURTHER, it is ORDAINED AND DECLARED, That hereafter the 
vennals and cloſſes within the ſaid burgh ſhall nor, in any time coming, be 
obſtructed or ſtraitned with the putting out or building of any fore-itairs 
where was none before the date of thir preſents, ſeeing the ſaid vennals 
are narrow, and are the King's common ways and paſlages for the uſe of 
the lieges, and are not to be encroached upon by any tore-ſtair or {tructure 
promoted or brought out beyond the buildings upon either fide ; and 
where there hath been any fore-ſtairs formerly built, 1: 1s ORDAINED, for 
the preventing the hazard of fire, That where there 15s any occaſion or ne- 
ceſlity of repairing the ſame, the faid fore-ſtatrs ſhall be built and repaired 
with ſtone and lime, at leaſt with plaiſter and tile, in the ſame manner and 
with the ſame extent as they had formerly, and no further: And in caſe 
any perſon or perſons ſhall prefume to contravene, or work or build con- 
trary to the premiſles, it is DECLARED, That the wrights and craftſmen 
that ſhall work or build otherwiſe than 1s above ordained ſhall be ſeverely 
puniſhed and cenſured, and what ſhall be wrought and built otherwiſe 
ſhall be demoliſhed and taken down upon the charges of the contravener. 
AND FURTHER STATUTE AND ORDAIN, That no craftiman of this 
burgh, in any time coming, ſhall repair or build any houtes or tenements 
of land within the bounds forefaid, without firſt they acquaint the Dean 
of Guild and his Council with the deſign of the ſaid reparation or building, 
to the end that a vifit may be made upon the ground-of the ſaid lands, 
that the heritors and others concerned may receive a warrant from the 
Dean of Guild and his Council to repair or rebuild conform to the tenor of 
this principal aft in all points ; certitying every maſon, wright, or any 
other, that docs in the contrary, that they ſhall be liable in the penalty of 
one hundred pound Scots money totes guoties they contravene thir preſents, 
by and attour the puniſhment of their perſons, at the diſcretion of the 
Magiſtrates. And the faid Lord Provoſt, Baillies, Council, and Deacons of 
Cratts, ordinary and extraordinary, together with the old Magiſtrates and 


"Council, by their repreſenting the body and conmunity of the ſaid burgh, 
and tor their particular intereſts, heritors within the ſaid bounds, in ſign 


and token of their conſcnt and hearty acquieicence to this preſent act, have 
ſubſcribed thir preſents ; conſenting to the regiſtration hereot in tne books 
of Council and Seflion, Town-court or Council-books of £@dimnuryh, to re- 
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main therein ad futuram re: memoriam: And conſtitutes h 

| | our procurators. Subſcribet 
by us day and place and year of GOD above-mentioned. Sic ſubſcribitur, 
James Currie Provoſt, Wilham Johnflon Baillie, Fa. Fuftice Baillie, Wiltam Car- 
michall Baillie, David Swinton Baillie, Robert Baird D G. Fames Sutherland 
Treaſurer, John Cuninghame, George Reid, John Smith, John Hall, George 
Drummond, Andrew Cheyne, William White, Walter Borthwick, Thomas Robert/an, 


\ Patrick Telfair, David Boid, Cornehus Neilſon, Thomas Broun, Thomas Campbell, 


James Broun, David Hunter, John Calder, George Johnſton, George Stirling, Alex- 
ander Reid, Patrick Clark, Robert Newlands, Alexander Cowftane, Robert \Niill, 
cilexander Robert Elliot, John Corſe, John Smith, John Hamilton, 
Thomas Somervel, George Turnbul, Lawr. Edmſlon. Francis Burlex, John Penman, 
Fohn Johnſton, [John Homlton, James Abercromby, Thomas Fairholm, James Braden, 
Il illiam }.tevenſon, James Graham, James Dick, John Watſon, James Riddel, Tho- 
mas Kinkeid, Arthur Temple, James Cleland, Walter Turnbull, Edward Clepian, 
Fohn Sonervel, Thomas M* .1dam, James Park, R. P. James Jamieſon, James 

Thomas Story, Patrick IWilam Stevenſon, William Hepburn, IWilliam 
Reid. 


Follows a Conſent ſubſcribed by the Heritors. 


\ "E under ſubſcribing heritors and others, concerned in the houſes and 
tenements of lands within the City of Edinburgh and liberties there- 

of, taking to conſideration, That the Council of the ſaid burgh, with. con- 
ſent of the old Magiſtrates, and ſeveral neighbours of the ſame, hath upoa 
juſt and convincing motives, and pregnant reaſons, importing. the public 
well, ſafety and ſecurity of £dinbargh and liberties thereof, STA TUTE and 
ORDAINED, That no houſes nor tenements of lands, which arc or ſhall 
happen in any time coming to be ruinous or burat in the root or upper- 
moſt ſtorey thereof,. or whereſoever a conſiderable part is or hereafter ſhall 
happen to be. burnt or ruinous, the ſame ſhall not be rebuilt but with ſtone 
and lime, as the ſaid at&t within written, of the date the firſt May inſtant, 
ſubſcribed by the ſaid Council, old Magiſtrates, Councellors and Deacons, 
containing ſeveral other uſctul clauſes and articles at length, bears ; which 
act being read in our preſence, and conſidered by us, We do hereby chear- 
fully and heartily approve of the ſame, in all the heads, articles, and 
points thereof, and INTERPONES our conſent thereto, WITH THIS AD- 
DITION, That whenſoever the major part of the heritors of the houſes, 
tenements of land within the bounds foreſaid, which are already built 
with timber in the front and fore-part thereof, ſhall think it convenient to 
build it with ſtone and lime, in thar caſe the reſt of the heritors concern- 
ed in the ſaids houſes and tenements ſhall be obliged to pay their propor- 
tion of the {aid building with ſtone and lime ſo to be made, and that ac- 
cording to their reſpective intereſts in the ſaid tenements and houſes : And 
in caſe the. leſs or minor part of the heritors ſhall not condeſcend to pay 
their proportions of the ſaid building with ttone and lime as ſaid 1s, then 
it ſhall be in the power of the mayor part of the heritors to petition the 
Council of £&d:mburgh to cauſe appretiate the value of the ſaids houſes and 
tenements at the ſight of fitrcen ſworn men to be appointed by them, that 
the ſame ſhali be paid to the leſs or minor part of the heritors, and their 
parts of the ſaids houſes and tenements ſhall in all time thereafter belong 
properly and irredeemably ro the ſaid major part of the heritors ; or that 
it ſhall be in the option of the ſaid major part of the heritors, who re- 
pair or rebuild as laid is, to uplift the rents belonging to the leſler part of 
the hcritors, ay and while they be rc-umburſed of their proportionable 
part 
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part of the expence of the ſan] building, according as the ſame ſhall 5e 
raxed and modified by the lean of Guild and his Council, or by the Coun- 
cil of Edinburgh. AND DECLARES, That the mayor part of the heritors are 
Not to be reckoned according to the nunber of the perſons heritors, but 
according to their rents and intereſts in the ſaid houſes and tenements : And 
further CONSENTS, That in all debates and differences that ſhall hereafter fall 
out betwixt heritor and heritor, or betwixt heritor and neighiour, in the 
matter of building allenarly, that the ſame ſhall be decided by the Dean 
of Guild and his Council, or by the Council of Fd:nburgh, and oblige our- 
ſelves to ſtand to their determination thereanent, without advocation_ 
or ſuſpenſion AND ALSO DECLARES That we conſent, that the forefaid 
ac, together with thir preſents, be ratified by the act of the Secret Council. IN 
WITNESS WHEREOF, we have ſubſcribed thir preſents with our hands, 
Edinburgh the fourth day of May One thouſand fix hundred and teventy 
four years; and therefore humbly ſupplicating. that his Majeſty's Privy 
Council might approve of the ſupplicants procedure in pafling the ſaid 
act, and interponing their authority therets. 

THE LORDS of his Majeſty's Privy Council having heard and conſidered 
the ſaid petition and act of the Town-council above-mentioned, DO AP- 
PROVE AND ACCEPT of the ſaids Magiſtrates of &£4mburgh their care and 
diligence in paſling the ſaid a&t, wherein they have given eviderice of their 
ſpecial care and zeal for the ſafety and ſecurity of the ſaid burgh of :./in- 
burgh, for which they return the ſaid Magiſtrates their hearty thanks. and- 
hereby INTERPONE their authority to the ſaid aft, and ratify and approve 
the ſame in the haill heads, articles and clauſes thereof, AND ORDAIN the 
ſaid act to be put 1n execution, conform to the tenor of the ſamen, and to be 
oblerved and obeyed by all perſons concerned. Extracted by me, Al. Gib/or 
Cls. Sti. Concilu, Extracted forth of the records of the Town-coun.il of 
Edmburgh by me 
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